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The Reign of Grace
An Expository Study of romans 5:12 - 8:39

Editor’s note:  This article begins 
a five part series on one of the most 
important sections of the New 
Testament.  To understand these 
chapters is to grasp the dynamics of 
the Christian life and to mature as 
a believer.  Many misapplications 
of these chapters based on a 
misunderstanding of what they 
teach have led to confusion and 
lack of true spirituality among 
believers.

The series will appear in five parts 
in this and the next four issues of 
Counsel as follows:

1. We Are United To Christ  - 
Romans 5:12-21
2. We Died To Sin – Romans 6:1-
23
3. We Are Not Under Law – 
Romans 7:1-25
4. We Are Alive In The Spirit 
– Romans 8:1-17
5. We Are Eternally Secure – 
Romans 8:18-39

WE ARE UNITED TO CHRIST: 5:12-
21
The letter to the Romans 
describes the provision that 
God has made for the two basic 
problems which affect us. The 
first section (1:1 to 5:11) deals 
with the problem of our sins 
and our exposure to the wrath 
of God which is “revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men” 
(1:18). However, God has the 
answer and has set forth the 

Lord Jesus as a propitiation 
(3:25). He bore the wrath of an 
offended God in our place and, 
as a result, “we shall be saved 
from wrath through Him” (5:9). 

The second section of the letter 
(5:12 to 8:39) deals with the 
problem of our sin and the 
mess it makes of our lives. The 
message of the first section has 
been described as the gospel 
for sinners: “Christ died for 
us” (5:8). The message of the 
second section is the gospel 
for saints: “we died with Christ” 
(6:28). Sin is seen as an enemy 
who has invaded and occupied 
human nature (7:17,20); as 
a king who reigns over us 
(5:21; 6:12); as a master who 
enslaves us (6:6,17,20); and as 
tyrant who brings wreckage 
and ruin into our lives (5:12; 
6:23). But again God has the 
answer. As in the first section, 
the emphasis is not really on 
what we must do (there are 
only a few commands in the 
section and all of these are in 
chapter 6) but rather on what 
God has done. The objective is 
to have us understand who we 
are, what has happened to us 
as a result of our faith in Christ 
and what that means in terms 
of how we should live.

Paul deals with this in four 
stages: 

• Chapter 5:1-12 introduces us 

to two men, Adam and Christ, 
and explains how we were 
once identified with Adam but 
now are united to Christ. 
• Chapter 6 refers to two 
masters, sin and righteousness, 
and how we died to sin and 
now are alive to God. 
• Chapter 7 uses the analogy of 
two marriages, to the law and 
to Christ, and argues that we 
have died to the law that we 
might be married to Christ. 
• Chapter 8 describes two 
minds, that of the flesh and 
that of the Spirit, and reminds 
us that we once walked 
according to the flesh but now 
walk according to the Spirit; 
it concludes with a reminder 
of our eternal security in the 
Lord Jesus.
The teaching of 5:12-21 centres 
on the actions of two men, 
Adam and the Lord Jesus. Verse 
19 is a good summary: “For as 
by one man’s disobedience, many 
were made sinners, so also by one 
Man’s obedience many will be 
made righteous.” 

The nature of their actions
What Adam did was an act 
of disobedience (v19) and 
an offence or a transgression 
(v14-18), a wilful infringement 
of a commandment that had 
been given. What the Lord 
Jesus did was an expression 
of obedience (v19) and a 
righteous act (v18). That 
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refers, of course, to His death 
but it was illustrated at His 
baptism when He encouraged 
John to baptize Him: “Permit it 
to be so now, for thus it is fitting 
for us to fulfill all righteousness” 
(Matthew 3:15). He had come 
to represent men and women 
who had sinned and to suffer 
in their place, being numbered 
with the transgressors. At 
His baptism He declared His 
willingness to do this and in so 
doing to satisfy every righteous 
requirement. 

The scope of their actions
Adam and the Lord Jesus are 
representative men each of 
whom engaged in a single, 

historical act which has 
affected all those identified 
with them. Adam is the federal 
head of the human race and, 
when he sinned, he did so 
as our representative and 
we participated in his sin. 
It might be objected that we 
cannot be said to participate 
in something which took place 
before we were born but we 
have other instances of this in 
Scripture. Levi, for example, 
was not born when Abraham 
met Melchizedek but he is 
said to have participated in 
Abraham’s action because he 
“paid tithes through Abraham so 
to speak, for he was yet in the loins 
of his father when Melchizedek met 

him” (Hebrews 7:9). Moreover, 
the baptism in the Spirit was 
a historical event at Pentecost 
which resulted in all believers 
being incorporated into a new 
living organism which is the 
body of Christ. We were not 
present at Pentecost but “by 
one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body” (1 Corinthians 
12:12). Neither were we in the 
garden of Eden with Adam but 
when Adam sinned “all sinned” 
(v12). 

The proof of this is in the 
verses that follow. From Adam 
to the giving of the law was 
a period of more than 2500 
years and during that time 

men died. Death is the result 
of transgression but these 
people, from Cain and Abel 
down to the time of Moses, 
never transgressed God’s law 
in the sense that Adam had. 
They did not have specific 
commandments from God 
accompanied by a warning that 
transgression was punishable 
by death. In the absence of 
such commandments, sin is 
not charged to one’s account 
(v13). Nevertheless they died. 
Why? Because when Adam 
sinned, all sinned and death 
spread to all. Thus the action 
of the one man Adam involved 
and impacted all mankind.

But all is not lost!
O living wisdom of our God, 
When all was sin and shame, 
A second Adam to the fight, 
And to the rescue came. 

The Lord Jesus is the federal 
head of a new race consisting 
of those who believe in Him. 
When He died He represented 
us who believe and the death 
of this man Jesus Christ has 
impacted all believers. 

The result of their actions: 5:13-17
When Haman was promoted at 
the court of the king, Mordecai 
refused to bow to him and 
was asked, “Why do you 
transgress the king’s command?” 

(Esther 3:3). The outcome 
was Haman’s plot against the 
Jewish people and the king’s 
seal on a decree that all the 
Jews were to be put to death. 
Esther intervened and took 
her life in her hands to seek an 
audience with the king. As a 
result Haman’s treachery was 
exposed, the injustice of the 
situation was brought to the 
attention of the king and the 
Jewish people were preserved. 
Through Mordecai’s offence 
came condemnation and 
death; through Esther came 
deliverance and life. In a 
similar way the offence of one 

what Adam did was an act of disobedience... 
and an offence or a transgression... What 

the Lord Jesus did was an expression of 
obedience... and a righteous act.
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man Adam has brought sin 
and condemnation and death; 
but the free gift which comes 
from the action of the Lord 
Jesus includes righteousness 
and justification and life 
(v12,16,17,18,19).

Possibly the apostle was 
thinking of the trespass offering 
and how it was necessary 
for the offender not only to 
bring an offering but to make 
restitution for his wrongdoing 
and add a fifth part to it. The 
Lord Jesus acting on our 
behalf has made restitution. 
He was not responsible for our 
being condemned, but He has 
brought acquittal. He was not 
responsible for our becoming 
sinners, but He has imparted 
righteousness. He was not 
responsible for the entrance 
of death, but He has given 
life. He could say, “Though I 
have stolen nothing, I still must 
restore it” (Psalm 69:4). And He 
has added the fifth part in that 
He has not merely undone the 
effect of Adam’s trespass and 
restored us to where Adam 
was before the fall but He has 
gone beyond that. “But God’s 
act of grace is out of all proportion 
to Adam’s wrong-doing. For if 
the wrong-doing of that one man 
brought death upon so many, its 
effect is vastly exceeded by the 
grace of God and the gift that 
came to so many by the grace of 
the one man, Jesus Christ.” (v15, 
New English Bible)

Similarly, in verse 17, death 
reigned as a result of Adam’s 
sin and, therefore, we might 
expect to read that life now 
reigns through Christ. Instead 
we read that we will reign: 
“... much more those who receive 
abundance of grace and of the gift 
of righteousness will reign in life 
through the One, Jesus Christ” 
(v17). We have much more 
in Christ than we ever lost in 
Adam. It has been said that 
“the gift, in wonder and greatness 
of quality, far exceeds the ruin.” 
We not only possess life and 
fellowship and righteousness, 
all that Adam had before he 
sinned, but we also share in 
God’s kingdom and glory.  

In our natural state then, we 
were identified with Adam, 
we were affected by what 
he did and that meant sin, 
condemnation and death. 
But we do not belong there 
any more. Through faith we 
are now identified with the 
Lord Jesus, we share in what 
results from His action and 
that means righteousness and 
justification and life. Such is 
the super-abounding grace 
of God that “as sin reigned in 
death, even so grace might reign 
through righteousness to eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (v21). 

...To be continued

WILLIAM YUILLE
Markham, Ontario

Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus were granted 
the body of Jesus, for 
burial. They lavished on 
that body best attention 
and care. They used one 
hundred pounds of myrrh 
and aloes, not routinely 
applied to the body of one 
deceased. Then (John 19:40) 
they took the body and 
wound it in linen clothes, 
with those special spices, 
“as the manner of the Jews is 
to bury.” It is significant that 
the Word of God has given 
us this specific statement 
that the two men followed 
the manner of Jewish burial 
in vogue at that time, for 
one revered and respected. 
That manner of burial was 
to take a long strip, or 
strips, of fabric (the most 
expensive of which was 
linen) and, bringing the 
feet of the body together, 
beginning there, to wrap 
the feet in the strip of fabric 
and continue to wind that 
strip round and round 
proceeding up the legs; and 
then progressively over 
the torso and upper body 
all the way to the neck. 
As the winding proceeded 
to cover the entire corpse, 
with the hands snugly 
bound on either side, 
they typically applied a 
balsamic-like material 
which would cover all of 
the seems of the cloth strips, 
binding them together. This 
material would quickly dry 
and harden, producing a 
finished case covering the 
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entire body in a stiff cocoon, 
almost like a shell. The last step 
of this process, and treating 
it in the same way, was to 
wrap the head in like manner, 
usually with a separate piece 
of cloth strip. With this process 
completed, there was no way 
to later remove a corpse from 
its encapsulation other than to 
cut apart the capsule itself. It 
should be recalled, with respect 
to Lazarus at his resurrection, 
that when the Lord called him 
forth, the Lord said, “loose him 
and let him go.”  Lazarus had 
likely been similarly in grave 
clothes from which there was 
no natural avenue of escape 
other than for him to be loosed 
by someone giving assistance 
from the outside. Since this was 
the manner of the Jews to bury, 
we are informed that Joseph 
and Nicodemus similarly 
lovingly prepared their Lord 
for burial.

But as you come to John 20:2-
8, we find Peter and John 
urgently going to the sepulcher 
on the first day of the week, 
to investigate something they 
were told by Mary Magdalene. 
They found the stone taken 
away, and lying separately. 

John got to the sepulcher first 
and looked in. Peter followed 
and went in. What did he 
see? He saw the linen clothes 
lying. It was not a crumpled 
pile of rags or strips that he 
observed. Rather, it was the 
linen encasement in which 
the body of the Lord had been 
wrapped for burial. But that 
cocoon was undisturbed! It 
had not been torn open. It had 
not been heaped up in a pile. 
It lay exactly where the Lord’s 
body had been placed.

The napkin, or head wrap, was 
lying separately. Many great 
theological conclusions have 
been drawn from this. This 
writer will only draw your 
attention to the simplest of 
those: Namely, that the head 
wrap was lying separately 
so that Peter and John could 
not miss the reality that the 
undisturbed wrappings that 
had been placed around the 
Lord’s body were now still 
fully intact, but empty. This is 
why we read, vs. 8, “John went 
in to the sepulcher and saw and 
believed.” Before his eyes lay 
the absolute physical proof 
that the Lord was risen, and 
had departed the shawl of 

death, and the tomb itself, in 
His own glorious resurrection 
power. The sight of those 
undisturbed grave clothes 
could leave no doubt in any 
reasonable mind but what the 
body that had been placed 
therein had removed itself 
without disturbing in the least 
the physical bindings that 
surrounded it.

What a victory our Lord 
achieved! All the shadows 
and trappings of death were 
left behind. No wonder the 
attending angels could say, 
“He is not here. He is risen.” 
No wonder John, as a logical 
human being, saw grave 
clothes, which were the very 
elements of death, yet proved 
the reality that the Christ had 
risen.

Let us enjoy what John and 
Peter enjoyed that resurrection 
Sunday morning. Let us 
embrace, and be delighted in 
the fact that our Savior lives.  
Humanity has been presented 
with a number of folks who 
have become world famous 
religious leaders. Other than 
Jesus Christ, not one of them 
ever claimed to be God. 
Not one of them died and 
rose again. Not one of them 
claimed that he would in his 
own power rise again. But our 
Savior lives, and the reality of 
His life has been well proven.

DOUG KAZEN
Kirkland, Washington

T he Manner of Burial
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Trusting For
The Impossible

“Offer unto God thanksgiving; 
and pay thy vows unto the most 
High; and call upon Me in the day 
of trouble:  I will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt glorify Me” – Psalm 
1:14-15

A well-known evangelist 
relates the following incident:  
I first went to America many 
years ago, with the captain 
of a steamer who was one of 
the most devoted men I ever 
knew.  When off the coast 
of Newfoundland he said to 
me, “Mr. Inglis, the last time I 
crossed here, five weeks ago, 
something happened which 
revolutionized the whole of 
my Christian life.

We had George Muller of Bristol 
on board.  I had been on that 
bridge twenty-four ours, and 

never left it.  George Muller 
came to me and said, “Captain, 
I have come to tell you I 
must be in Quebec Saturday 
afternoon’.  ‘It is impossible,’ I 
said.  ‘Very well, if your ship 
cannot take me, God will find 
some other way-I have never 
broken an engagement for 
fifty-seven years.  Let us go 
down into the chart room and 
pray.’ I looked at that man of 
God, and thought to myself, 
what lunatic asylum can that 
man have come from-I never 
heard such a thing as this.
‘Mr. Muller,’ I said, ‘do you 
know how dense this fog is?’ 
‘No,’ he replied, ‘my eye is not 
on the density of the fog, but 
on the living God, who controls 
every circumstance of my life.’  
He knelt down and he prayed 
one of the most simple prayers.  

When he had finished, I was 
going to pray, but he put his 
had on my should, and told me 
not to pray.  ‘First, you do not 
believe He will, and second, I 
BELIEVE HE HAS, and there 
is no need whatever for you 
to pray about it.’  I looked at 
him, and George Muller said, 
‘Captain, I have know my 
Lord for fifty-seven years, and 
there has never been a single 
day that I have failed to get an 
audience with the King – get 
up, Captain, and open the 
door, and you will find the fog 
is gone.’

I got up, and the fog was 
indeed gone.

On Saturday afternoon, George 
Muller was in Quebec for his 
engagement.
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We Must  Believe
Jesus Christ is the world’s only 
hope.  It is not surprising that 
the world does not believe this, 
but it is a tragedy and a crime 
that in the organized Christian 
Church only half believe it...’Be 
it known unto you, therefore, 
men and brethren, that through 
this Man is preached unto you 
the forgiveness of sin; and by 
Him all that believe are justified 
from all things, from which ye 
could not be justified by the Law 
of Moses’ (Acts 13:38, 39).  This 
is the Evangel of God, because 
it originates in His love; of 
Christ, because it flows from 
His sacrifice; of the Kingdom, 
because it tells of government 
based on redemption; of grace, 
because it is wholly unmerited 
by; of peace, because it makes 
peace between God and the 
sinner; of Salvation, because 
it receives this for all who 

believe; of uncircumcision, 
because it embraces all men, 
and saves apart from forms and 
ordinances; of glory, because 
it unfolds and magnifies 
the glorious God; and it is 

everlasting, because it never 
loses its character or power.

It is this we are called upon 
to believe and preach.  It is 
this which gives to the Bible 
its name, and makes it the 
Book of books.  It is this which 
illumines the darkness of every 
age, and interprets for us the 
significance of life.

If we would have old-time 
results from our preaching we 

must declare old-time truth 
with old-time passions.  We 
must believe that sin is a reality,  
that repentance is a necessity, 
and that regeneration is a 
possibility.  We must believe in 

the unwearying love of God, 
in sacrifice of Christ as atoning, 
and in the unceasing activity of 
the Holy Spirit.  We must believe 
in the ethical inflexibility of 
the Godhead, and there in the 
certain of judgment present 
and to come.  And we must 
believe in prayer as a practical 
power.   

If we would have old-time results from our preaching 
we must declare old-time truth with old-time passions.

DR. W. GRAHAM SCROOGIE

His Love
The love Christ doth me constrain
To seek the wandering souls of men;
With cries, entreaties, tears, to save,
To snatch them from the gaping grave.

For this let men revile my name;
No cross I shun, I fear no shame:
All hail, reproach! And welcome, pain!
Only thy terrors, Lord, restrain.

My life, my blood, I here present,
If for thy truth they may be spent:
Thy faithful witness will I be:
‘Tis fix’d!  I can do all through thee.

- Author Unknown
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INTRODUCTION

The following thoughts 
concerning the impeccability 
of our Lord Jesus Christ 
are not presented merely 
to increase our knowledge 
so that we may be more 
conversant on the topic. 

They are presented with the 
desire that the believer might 
be established against the 
many winds of doctrine, and 
have a greater appreciation 
of the person of Christ, which 
in turn will result in worship 
and service to Him.

The primary attack of Satan 
is not against the believer, 
but against the Person of 
Jesus Christ. 

Attempts were made to 
destroy the family line 
through which the promised 
Deliverer would come. 

Failing to stop Christ’s 
completion of His 
redemptive work, Satan 
now concentrates on casting 
doubt on the Person of Christ 
and slandering His Name.

Major cults such as the 

Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, 
and Christian Science, all 
of which have as a central 
doctrine a false teaching 
concerning the Person of 
Christ. 

It is important to realize that 
false teaching concerning 
Christ is not confined to 
cults 
This doctrine of impeccability 
presents Jesus Christ as 
truly God and truly man in 
mystical union in one person, 
and that as such He could 
not have sinned during His 
earthly walk, nor can He sin 
as a Man in the Glory now.

KENOSIS THEORY 
REVIEWED
 
All errors relating to the 
union of God and man in the 
person Jesus Christ revolve 
around one, or more, of three 
points of controversy. 

(1) The existence of the two 
natures. 

He is either presented as man 
and not God (Ebionism), 
or as God and not man 
(Docetism). 

(2) The completeness of the 
two natures. 

Here Christ is presented as a 
creature, being neither truly 
God nor man (Arianism), 
or as God indwelling a 
creature that is not truly man 
(Apolliarianism). 

(3) The union of the two 
natures. 

Some would present Him 
as a dual personality 
(Nestorianism), which 
others would go to the other 
extreme and teach that in the 
union of the two natures a 
third nature was formed that 
was neither God nor man 
(Eutychianism).

Perhaps no modern teaching 
relating to the Person of Christ 
has caused greater difficulty 
among the Lord’s people 
than the doctrine known as 
the “Kenosis Theory.” 

In summary, the doctrine 
receives its name from the 
Greek word kenosis, meaning 
“emptying.” It is held from 
Philippians 2:7 that Christ 
“emptied” Himself of all 

T h e  I m p e c c a b l e  
Chr i s t
P a r t  1  o f  2
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Paradox
When Thou hast mastered me,
Then shall I be victor;
When Thou has enslaved me,
Then shall I be free.
When Thou hast humbled me,
Then shall I be exalted;

When Thou has prostrated me,
Then shall I be lifted up.
When Thou hast impoverished me,
Then shall I be wealthy;
When Thou has emptied me,
Then shall I be full.

When Thou hast taken all,
Then shall I have all:

My Master, lo, I come to Thee-
Fulfill Thy paradox in me!

 - E. Margaret Clarkson

of His divine attributes in 
order to become “truly man.” 
Included in this emptying 
was His self-consciousness. 

It can be seen that this doctrine 
is Nestorian in character, 
in that Christ’s humanity 
is viewed separately from 
His Deity. It also fits into 
the Apollinarian scheme, 
although to the opposite 
extreme, in that a diminished 
God dwells in true humanity. 
However, for sake of brevity 
we will only consider the 
following typical views 
resulting from the Kenosis 
doctrine.

1. Christ divested Himself of 
His divine attributes when He 
took the form of a servant.

2. Christ was human just like 
us.

3. Christ was the exact 
counterpart of the first 
Adam.

4. Christ was tempted just as 
we are.

The above views will be 
considered in the same 
sequence under the following 
headings:

1. Review of Philippians 
chapter 2.

2. Thoughts on Humanity 
and Deity

3. The First and Last Adam

4. Thoughts on Temptation

REVIEW OF PHILIPPIANS 
CHAPTER 2

It is not uncommon for 
erroneous doctrine to confine 
itself to one verse, or a few 
isolated references. 

“For any one to pick out 
certain statements in that 
tradition which emphasizes 
the humanity of Jesus and 
on the basis of those, to 
represent Him as merely 
human, is as erroneous as 
to pick out certain other 
statements which emphasize 
His Divinity and to represent 

Him as purely Divine.”   

Philippians presents Christ 
as the believer’s joy of living. 
The following is one possible 
outline of the epistle: 

Chapter One - The Christian’s 
Aim (v.21)

Chapter Two - The Christian’s 
Attitude (v.5)

Chapter Three-The 
Christian’s Appetite (v.10)

Chapter Four-The Christian’s 
Ability (v.11)

In Philippians, the mind, 
or attitude is mentioned a 
significant number of times 
(12). The central theme of 
the second chapter is, what 
should the mind, or attitude 
of the Christian be? 

Paul goes on to present the 
attitude of Christ Jesus. He 
was in His very essence God, 
and as such it was His right 
to be glorified. 
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The 
Servants 

of God
In most of Christendom 
there is a clergy system 
firmly entrenched. The 
clergy are a special class in 
the church, men or women 
who go to seminary 
for special training, are 
ordained and then become 
leaders in the churches. 
They preach, baptize, 
officiate at the Lord’s table 
and perform marriages. 
Because of their training and 
position they are viewed 
as professionals and are 
given special titles such as 
Doctor, Bishop, Reverend 
or Pastor. They are viewed 
as the spiritual leaders of 
their congregations.

Those who attempt to get 
back to a more Scriptural 
position deny a clergy-laity 
division of God’s people. 
The Lord warned against 
the clergy mentality of the 
Pharisees and their love of 
titles (Matt. 23:6-12). His 
words are very strong as 
He urged His followers to 
have a servant mentality. 
He leveled all Christians to 
the status of being brothers 
and sisters, a family 
relationship.

But there are some who feel 
called of the Lord to leave 
their regular employment to 
serve the Lord in a full-time 
way. Elisha was plowing 

Hidden Glory

The Scripture often presents 
God as “light” (1 Jn. 1:5, 1 
Tim. 6:16, Hab. 3:4, Acts 9:3, 
John 1:7,8; 3:19; 8:12, Rev. 
1:14, Ex. 34:29, Heb 1:3, Lk. 
2:9). Since sinful man could 
not exist in the presence of the 
Divine Light it was necessary 
that God’s glory not shine 
forth in all its radiance when 
He was manifested in the 
flesh (Heb. 1:2). This was 
marvelously accomplished, 
not by extinguishing it, 
but by containing it within 
the veil of Christ’s holy 
humanity (Heb.10:20). 
However, the Light was 
sufficiently manifested to 
expose the deeds of man (Jn. 
3:21). Nowhere was this inner 
glory more evident that on 
the mount of transfiguration 
(Mt. 7:12, 2 Pet. 1:16,17).

Summary

In summary, it is evident that 
Philippians 2 does not present 
a diminished God, but rather 
the remarkable example of 
the proper Christian attitude, 
that of Christ’s willingness to 
leave His rightful position of 
glory in order to redeem lost 
men at the awful cost of the 
cross. 

Copies of this entire article, 
parts 1 and 2, can be obtained 
from:

Spread the Word
2400 Admire Springs Dr.,
Dover, PA
17315
USA

Paul as thus saying, “Do not 
seek vain glory at the expense 
of other’s welfare, but have the 
same attitude as Christ, who 
was even willing to cover His 
rightful glory for the sake of 
others.” Paul himself was 
“poured out” for them (v.17). 

Timothy is then seen as one 
who seeks, not his own interest, 
but the interest of others (vs. 
19-21). Epaphroditus was 
also concerned about others, 
(v.26).

Likeness of Men

Verse 7 also states that He 
was made in the likeness 
of men. Here the Holy 
Spirit leads Paul to use the 
word homoioma meaning 
“resemblance.” 

Christ was like men in that 
He was true humanity, but 
he was more, in that He also 
possessed the Divine nature. 

Glory-Humiliation-Glory

The sequence of glory, 
humiliation, and glory, is 
beautifully illustrated at the 
last supper as recorded in 
John 13:1-17. 

Here the Master lays aside 
His outer garments, and 
proceeds to take the place of 
humiliation, that of washing 
the disciples’ feet. After the 
work is complete, He again 
takes up His outer garments. 
The sequence parallels that 
of Philippians 2:6-11. Note 
that in verse 14 of John 13 
He never ceased to be the 
Master during the period of 
humiliation. It was a question 
of position, not possession.

STEPHEN HULSHIZER
York, Pennsylvania
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his fields when he heard the 
call of God through Elijah 
and left the plow to become 
a prophet. In the first century 
those who were called of God 
to this ministry delighted to call 
themselves “servants of God,” 
emphasizing their relationship 
to God and to His people. 
Today those who seek a more 
simple, Scriptural pathway of 
service prefer to be called “the 
Lord’s servants” or” servants 
of God.” The word doulos 
actually means a slave. Many 
translations do not like to use 
that term but translate servant 
or perhaps bondservant (Rom. 
1:1 NKJ) (The word diakonos 
is another word translated 
“servant” or “deacon.” It 
emphasizes the work, rather 
than the relationship to the 
master.) Perhaps this is because 
the word “slave” seems so 
degrading, reminding one of 
taskmasters wielding the whip. 
In the ancient world slavery 
was very common. It is said 
that half of Rome’s population 
was made up of slaves. Slaves 
came from various races and 
nationalities. Depending on 
their master’s status some 
slaves were very well cared 
for and in positions of great 
responsibility. Joseph was a 
slave of Potiphar, an Egyptian 
army officer. Because of his 
character and ability he was 
made the steward of the estate, 
a position of real authority. 

But always the slave was 
reminded that he was owned by 
another. Israel was redeemed 
from the slavery of Egypt 
and became God’s people, 
His own special possession. 

They entered into a covenant 
relationship with God and 
promised to obey Him (Ex. 
24:6-8). The church today 
has been redeemed from the 
slavery of sin and entered into a 
covenant relationship with the 
Lord. Believers are redeemed 
“with the precious blood of 
Christ“ (1 Pet. 1:19) and are 
His special people (1Pet. 2:9). 
All of the saints are “slaves” 
of Christ by redemption. Paul 
pleads, “For you were bought 
at a price; therefore glorify God 
in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God’s” (1Cor. 6:30).

The one who is called of God 
to the work of teaching and 
preaching His word can say 
with the apostles, “We will 
give ourselves to prayer and to 
the ministry of the word” (Acts 
6:4). He delights to be a slave 
of God. As such his master is 
obligated to defend him and 
to provide for his needs. There 
was real security in being a 
slave.. The Lord’s slave can 
claim His protection and 
provision. Elijah, the prophet, 
was fed by the brook by ravens 
and then later cared for by 
a widow (1 Kings 17). These 
must be kept free from the 
control of men. Slaves were 
never for hire. They served 
at the bidding of their owner; 
no one else. The clergy system 
with its hired preachers is a 
curse in the churches today. 
New Testament preachers 
were supported by the gifts 
of God’s people ; they were 
never hired. Paul was fearless 
in confronting the Galatian 
churches with their legalism 
in going back to Judaism. “For 

do I now persuade men or God? 
Or do I seek to please men? For 
if I still pleased men, I should 
not be the bondservant (doulos) 
of Christ” (Gal. 1:10). Such 
preachers are keenly conscious 
of their call and commission 
by God. Amos was warned by 
the apostate priest of Samaria 
to stop preaching. His fiery 
response was: “Then the Lord 
took me as I followed the flock, 
and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, 
prophesy to my people Israel.’ 
Now therefore hear the word 
of the Lord” (Amos 7:15, 16). 
The Lord’s slave is conscious 
that all of the authority of his 
master is behind him. This 
holy boldness needs to mark 
preachers today. It is a great 
privilege to serve the Lord in 
proclaiming His word. In old 
age Paul could say, “And I thank 
Christ Jesus our Lord who has 
enabled me because He counted 
me faithful, putting me into the 
ministry” (1 Tim. 1:12). But it 
must be the call of God; He 
calls and equips His servants.

There needs to be prophetic 
style preaching today. They 
will be men who are keenly 
conscious of God’s call and 
that they are the slaves of 
God. They will be fearless 
with ministry that probes the 
conscience and exalts Jesus 
Christ as Lord of all. They will 
not be men pleasers but will be 
focused on pleasing the Lord. 
O God, raise up such men 
today!

DONALD L. NORBIE
Greeley, Colorado
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Solomon is regarded as one of 
the wisest men that ever lived. 
His wisdom did not come from 
his own intellectual thinking. 
It came from the Holy Spirit 
of God who directed him to 
write the words he wrote 2 
Peter 1:21. In Proverbs 22:1 he 
says, “a good name is rather to be 
chosen than great riches.” How 
many seemingly powerful men 
and women in society today 
have pursued great riches but 
their reputation is tarnished 
by fraud, corruption and 
immorality etc. However the 
one we are considering in those 
few lines possesses the greatest 
Name in Heaven and on 
Earth! “His Name is Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The Mighty God, 
The Everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 
Through His death, burial, 
resurrection and exaltation 
our Lord Jesus Christ has been 
given a position of supreme 
greatness above every name 
that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which 
is to come (Ephesians 1:21). To 
such a Name and to the person 
who owns it we ought to give 
serious allegiance. Here are a 
few things to consider!

Salvation in a Name – Acts 4:12

“Neither is there Salvation in 
any other: for there is none other 
name under Heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.” 
Peter spoke those words after 
the Paralytic man who sat at 
the gate of the temple begging 
looked for financial help. Peter 

said, “silver or gold have I none: 
but such as I have I give thee: 
in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk” (Acts 
3:6). You will notice the name 
he used was that despised 
name and the place from which 
he came – a despised place! 
Nathaniel said, “can any good 
thing come out of Nazareth?” 
(John 1:46). Immediately 
the man rose to his feet and 
walked following the apostles 
into the temple praising God. 
The people’s response to what 
happened was they marvelled 
and Peter addresses them 
saying, “Why do you marvel?” 
He brings before them the 
one they denied, rejected, and 
killed upon a tree, saying, it 
was the same one whom God 
raised from the dead! Through 
a crucified risen Saviour this 
man was made whole that day! 
The salvation of the man’s soul 
as well as his physical needs 
had been met through the only 
name that had the power to do 
so. The answer that met our 
need as a sinner came through 
that one name alone! The name 
of Jesus Christ is still the only 
name that can bring salvation 
to a sinner If there is someone 
reading this article who has not 
accepted this name as Saviour 
& Lord now is the time to do 
it before it will be eternally too 
late for you!   

Separated to a Name – 1 
Corinthians 1:2

“Unto the Church of God which 
is at Corinth, to them that are 

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 
to be saints, with all that in every 
place call upon the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, both theirs 
and ours.” Paul brings to our 
attention that the name which 

saves is 
the very same name 
to which we gather. 

There are many 
denominations, religious 
systems, creeds, dogmas, and 
spiritual persuasions that seek 
to attract many followers. 
Some have good commendable 
characteristics with a fervent 
zeal for the Lord. However a 
local New Testament Church 
desires to gather to one Name 
alone – the Lord Jesus Christ. 

That Wonderful           
    

Name

Page 13 Volume 40 | Number 3 | COUNSEL | May - August 2010



JIM PAUL
Port Colborne, Ontario

He should be given His rightful 
place in the midst of His People. 
This is beautifully presented to 
us when as the risen ascended 
Lord He walks in the midst of 
the seven golden lamp stands 

( c h u r c h e s ) 
(Revelation 1:13). Each 
church was autonomous 
and directly responsible to Him 
alone. One of the churches at 
Laodicea had everything going 
for it. They thought they were 
rich and did not need anything 
but sadly they were poor. No 
doubt it was a hive of activity 
but there was something very 
much against them! They had 
become lukewarm, displacing 

the Lord from the centre of 
their gathering to outside 
the door where He knocked 
for admission. Where is He 
in relation to your Assembly 
today? Are there individuals 
opening the door and letting 
Him come in? May He be found 
right in the centre where He 
truly deserves to be!       

Subjection at a Name – Philippians 
2:5-11

In those verses there is revealed 
the downward steps of the 
Son of God from Godhead 
glory to the cross of shame! 
It is impossible to fathom 
the depths of humiliation He 
went through to accomplish 
our salvation. After mankind 
had done their worst to Him 
He then yielded Himself to 
become the supreme sacrifice 
for sin. God then raised Him 
from the dead and also highly 
exalted Him, and gave Him a 
Name which is above every 
name: “That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow of things in 
Heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that 
every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 
of God the Father.” The bowing 
of the knee is the surrender 
of the heart in submission to 
His Lordship! This means we 
should live for Him in the 
school, college, university, 
workplace, community, home 
and the assembly. There is no 
specific order as each one is of 
prime importance! The reality 
of our confession comes out in 

every aspect of our behaviour 
and deportment. May we 
submit to His authority for 
when we do so we bring Glory 
to the Father! 

Suffering for a Name – Acts 5:41

The Disciples had just 
undergone severe persecution 
and imprisonment for 
proclaiming the Name of 
Jesus Christ. Wherever it was 
preached it brought Salvation 
to some and opposition from 
others.  After the authorities 
had beaten them and cast 
them out they told them not to 
preach anymore in this Name. 
The choice they made was to 
obey God rather than men so 
they continued on preaching 
this wonderful name. Peter 
writes, “if ye be reproached for the 
name of Christ, happy are ye: for 
the spirit of Glory and of God rests 
upon you: on their part He is evil 
spoken of, but on your part He is 
glorified.” (1 Peter 4:14). There 
is still shame and reproach 
being associated with Jesus 
of Nazareth! Those Disciples 
went out of prison rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for His name 
(Acts 5:41) May their example 
inspire us to stand out and be 
effective in our witness for 
Him. 

That Wonderful           
    

Name
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Christ As Seen In
Proverbs 8
Part Two

In the previous article our 
meditation was on some of the 
glories of the Lord Jesus Christ 
described here as Wisdom. 
We thought on His call for 
sinners to come to Him, His 
unsearchable riches, His 
majesty as  Counselor and His 
substitutionary sufferings. We 
continue now with the rest of 
our meditating on this most 
amazing chapter.

IN ETERNITY PAST V.22-23

“The LORD possessed me in 
the beginning of his way, before 
his works of old. I was anointed 
(margin) from everlasting, from 
the beginning, or ever the earth 
was”.

Some have tried to interpret the 
word “possessed” as meaning 
created. The original Hebrew 
word means to possess or 
secure possession. It is also 
frequently translated “get” or 
“buy”. Since it has been used 
several times in the OT, and 
it is very important for us to 
learn its proper use; we will 
take the time here for a short 
word study.

The same Hebrew word is 
used in Genesis 14: 19 and 22, 
where it describes the Lord 
as the “possessor heaven and 
earth”. This is the only time 
that the word could possibly 
be translated “create”. 

In Proverbs 4:5, 7 it is translated 

“get” and in the same book 
chapter 23:23 it is translated 
“buy”.

In 2 Sam. 24: 21, 24 where 
we find David buying the 
threshing floor from Araunah 
the Jebusite it is clearly 
translated “buy”.

Again the word is used in 
Isaiah 43: 24 and the meaning 
there is clearly “bought”. To 
have translated it “create” in 
any of these last references 
would be absurd. Therefore 
in our text it could not mean 
“create”. 

“In the beginning of his way” 
suggests that God and wisdom 
have always co-existed, even 
before there was a beginning.  

The Holy Spirit starts the 
Gospel of John by these 
most poignant words: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God, The same was in 
the beginning with God.” Jn.1:1- 
2. This clearly teaches that the 
Word was already there at the 
beginning and did not begin 
to exist then. That is to say He 
is Eternal and could not have 
been a created being. 

In first Corinthians 1: 24 we 
read that Christ is the wisdom 
of God. And since God could 
not at anytime have existed 
without wisdom, therefore He 
could not have existed without 
the  Eternal Son. This very 
same One has become unto us 
“Wisdom, and righteousness, and 
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sanctification , and redemption” 
1Cor. 1: 30. And in Him we 
find “Hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge” Col. 2: 
3.

In what manner then could 
the LORD have “possessed” 
the Eternal Son? In His last 
prayer before He went into 
Gethsemane the Savior drew 
away the curtain to reveal 
some of the secrets of eternity 
past. We hear Him addressing 
the Father “And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own 
self with the glory which I had 
with thee before the world was” 
Jn. 17: 5. He possessed Him in 
glory, who but the Eternal Son 
could speak words like these 
without being presumptuous? 
For these words tell us not 
only of His eternal co-existence 
with the Father but of His co- 
equality with Him.

Later on in the same prayer he 
says “For thou lovedst me before 
the foundation of the world” Jn. 17: 
24. The Father also possessed 
Him in love, and that before 
any creation came to being, as 
in our text “ Before his works of 
old”.

“I was set up from everlasting, 
from the beginning” v. 23. The 
word set up is also translated, 
established (NASB) appointed 
(NIV) and anointed (JND, 
margin). It is the same root 
word used in Psalm 2: 6 “Yet 
have I set (or anointed) my king 
upon my holy hill of Zion”. The 
One who was possessed of the 
LORD in glory and in love has 

also been anointed from the 
beginning. He is the “Anointed 
of the LORD”, the Messiah of 
Israel the Savior of the world. 
And that was from everlasting 
even before creation was 

HE IS BEFORE ALL THINGS, v.24- 
26

Again some wanted to interpret 
the expression “brought forth” 
as meaning that He is a created 
being that has a beginning. 
William MacDonald, referring 
to these words, puts it this 
way “They are poetic language 
describing the Son’s eternal 
existence and personality as being 
distinct from that of God the 
Father”. 

This is followed by a 
description of the elements of 
the primal world as creation 
was in progress. He was there 
before there were any depths 
or fountains abounding with 
water. Mountains and the 
hills are thought of as symbols 
of long lasting stability, yet 
before they were settled  He 
existed. Before earth itself with 
its fields and even the particles 
of dust that form its high 
places had come to being, He 
was there. How appropriately 
is this described by Paul in 
Colossians 1:17 “And he is before 
all things, and by him all things 
consist”. 

BY HIM WERE ALL THINGS 
CREATED, v. 27-30a 

Through the whole process 
of creation, in its orderly 

fashion as described in the 
book of Genesis, he was there 
actively involved. So when 
the firmament of heaven was 
spread over the land and sea 
He was there. The drawing of  
a compass or circle over the 
face of the deep may mean 
settling the circle of the horizon 
or possibly of establishing the 
four basic directions of east, 
west, north and south. Even 
then He was there.

He was there to see that the 
clouds were established above 
the earth and the subterranean 
water fountains underneath 
the earth’s surface. 

He was involved in establishing 
the decree of the sea that it 
does not pass its bounds. “He 
hath compassed the  waters with 
bounds, until the day and night 
come to an end” Job 16:10. And 
his commandment to it was 
“Hitherto shalt thou come, and no 
farther; and here shall thy proud 
waves be stayed” Job 38: 11. 

The LORD once challenged 
Job by questioning him 
“Where wast thou when I laid the 
foundations of the earth? Declare, 
if thou hast understanding.” Job 
38: 4. Job, of course was not 
there, but the Eternal Son was. 
Someone may argue what are 
the foundations of the earth? 
The answer is in its specific 
shape, the inclination of its 
axis, the rate of its rotation 
around itself and all these 
features that promote life on 
it and make it habitable by 
human beings.
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THE MASTER CRAFTSMAN v. 30 b

The AV translation is “Then I 
was by him, as one brought up 
with him” v. 30. This denotes 
the co-equality and the 
affection the Father and Son 
have for one another. Perhaps 
more to the point are other 
translations of this same 
phrase; “As his artificer”(JND 
margin), “as master workman” 
(NASB), “The craftsman by his 
side” (NIV).  Or better still the 
NKJ version “I was beside him as 
a master craftsman”. And with 
this agrees John 1: 3 “All things 
were made by him; and without 
him was not anything made that 
was made”. And Hebrews 1: 2 
referring to the Son states “By 
whom also he made the worlds”. 
Colossians 1: 16 makes it all 
inclusive “For by him all things 
were created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers- all things were created by 
him, and for him”.    

DAILY HIS DELIGHT  v. 30 c

This is better read “Continually 
his delight” since eternity is not 
measured in days.

What could possibly be the 
delight of God the Father for 
all the ages of eternity past?  
It would be absurd to think 
that He was delighted in one 
of His attributes; wisdom. No 
beloved, it was in the Eternal 
Son that His delight was 
centered. For says the Incarnate 
Son “For thou lovedst me before 

the foundation of the world” Jn. 
17: 24. The person of the Son, 
His obedience to come into the 
world to do His Father’s will 
and His own love for the Father 
were the perpetual source of 
the Father’s delight.

And while here on earth we 
hear the voice of the Father 
twice saying “This is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased” 
Matt. 3: 17,  17: 5.

Again while on earth we have 
the Scripture stating “The Father 
loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into his hands” Jn. 3:35. 
And in relation to the work of 
Calvary the Son Himself said 
“Therefore doth my Father love 
me, because I lay down my life, 
that I might take again” Jn. 10:17. 
But how arrestingly beautiful 
to hear the Son speaking of 
His own love to the Father 
“But that the world may know, 
that I love the Father, and as the 
Father gave me commandment so 
I do.” Jn.14: 31. What devotion 
and obedience to the Father do 
we read here, even when the 
Father’s commandment meant 
the death of a cross.

Wonder of all wonders is that 
the Blessed Son would leave 
that realm of love and bliss, in 
which He continually rejoiced 
to come to this sin cursed 
earth. 

THE SONS OF MEN

Out of all the multitudes of 
planets and galaxies we find 
Him rejoicing in the habitable 

part of this earth, not because 
of anything in this tiny planet 
itself, but because He once 
gave it to the sons of men, (Ps. 
115: 16). His delight was in the 
welfare of the sons of men, 
sinners and rebellious as they 
were and are. He, therefore, 
accepted to undertake the 
work of redemption of that 
fallen human race. “For indeed 
He does not give aid to angels, 
but He does give aid to the seed of 
Abraham” Heb. 2: 16. (NKJV). So 
in order that He might redeem 
them He took part of flesh and 
blood, so that through death 
He might destroy him that had 
the power of death. 

And could’st thou be delighted 
with creatures such as we,
Who when we saw thee slighted 
and nailed thee to the tree
Unfathomable wonder and 
mystery Divine
The voice that speaks in thunder 
says sinner I am thine

- William Cowper

THE CALL AND HOW TO RESPOND 
TO IT

Faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God 
and the voice of the Savior, 
‘who is the Word and the Wisdom 
of God’ is clearly heard “Now, 
therefore, hearken unto me, O ye 
children” v. 32. The message of 
God’s grace through Christ is 
forwarded to all, that they may 
come and receive Him who still 
delights in accepting repentant 
sinners. “Verily verily, I say unto 
you, He that heareth my word, 
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and believeth on him that sent me 
hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation but is 
passed from death unto life” Jn. 
5:24  

Those who come to Him by 
faith and keep His ways are 
promised blessings for He 
indeed is “The way the truth and 
the life” Jn. 14: 6.

The invitation also includes 
a warning against rejecting 
the wise instruction, v. 33, but 
this seems to be the spirit of 
the time in our  society. “You 
cannot tell me what to do” and 
that is utter foolishness.

HEARING, WATCHING AND 
WAITING, v. 34

These three words summarize 
the life of a person who hears 
the voice of the Lord, believes 
the Gospel and is saved, then 
lives from there on for Him. 
This person will be blessed.

Hearing and believing is 
obviously the first step. 
“Watching daily at my gates” 
indicates the life of watchfulness 
unto righteousness and 
practical separation from the 
world. “Let us watch and be 
sober” 1Thess. 5:6. It is also a 

life of watchfulness in prayer, 
“Be ye, therefore, sober, and watch 
unto prayer” 1Pet 4: 7.

“Waiting at the posts of my 
doors” seems to indicate a 
life of constatnt waiting in 
anticipation of the soon coming 
again of our Lord. Such an 
attitude purifies our lives “And 
every man that hath this hope in 
him purifieth himself as he also is 
pure” 1 Jn 3:3    
 
FINDING LIFE AND FAVOR

“For whoso findeth me findeth 
life” v. 35.  To find wisdom and 
adopt it as a guide for life is 
very desirable. But wisdom 

of itself does not impart life. 
Only One who is the source of 
life can do so. For “In him was 
life, and life was the light of men” 
Jn.1:4  And power was given 
to Him by the Father “That he 
should give eternal life to as many 
as (the Father) hath given him” 
Jn 17: 2. I trust that the reader 
of these lines has found Him 
whom to find is life eternal, 
(Jn. 17: 3).

The person who trusts the 
Lord Jesus as Savior and lives 
for Him as Lord will not only 
find life but will also obtain 
favor from the LORD. Because 

we are not only saved but are 
accepted in the beloved, (Eph. 
1:6). We are not merely freed 
slaves but we are adopted sons 
and daughters into the family 
of God.

HE WHO SINNETH AGAINST ME

How awful is the prospect 
of one who, having heard 
the good news of the Gospel 
refused to believe. He is 
described as sinning against 
the “Caller”. Could the caller 
here be a mere attribute of 
God? No, beloved it is the 
Son of God calling sinners  to 
repentance. 
The rejecter of the call is also 
said to have wronged his 
own soul. For in continually 
rejecting the call of God’s 
mercy he has sealed the doom 
of his eternal soul.

Finally those who blatantly 
and openly show their hatred 
for Christ are unwittingly 
loving and choosing eternal 
death and damnation.

Time is gliding swiftly by, Death 
and judgment draweth nigh
To the arms of Jesus fly, Be in 
time, Oh, I pray you  count the 
cost
Ere the fatal line be crossed and 
your soul in hell be lost, be in 
time
- Author unknown, 19th. 
Century

B. R. MIKHAEL
Toronto, Ontario

Out of all the multitudes of planets and galaxies we find Him 
rejoicing in the habitable part of this earth, not because of anything 
in this tiny planet itself, but because He once gave it to the sons 
of men... His delight was in the welfare of the sons of men, sinners 
and rebellious as they were and are. He, therefore, accepted to 
undertake the work of redemption of that fallen human race
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O Love  Of God
O love of God, how strong and true,

Eternal, and yet ever new;
Uncomprehended and unbought,

Beyond all knowledge and all thought.

O heavenly love, how precious still,
In days of weariness and ill,

In nights of pain and helplessness,
To hear, to comfort, and to bless!

O love of God, our shield and stay
Through all the perils of our way;

Eternal love, in Thee we rest,
Forever safe, forever blest.

- Horatius Bonar
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