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THIS GENERATION AND THE NEXT
Israel is not the church, and, the 
church is not Israel.  It is vital that 
distinction be kept in mind in 
reading the Bible.  However, there 
are lessons that can be learned by 
the church from Israel’s history.  
There are parallels from these two 
distinct people of God.  That this 
is true can be seen by the Spirit’s 
moving Paul to cite Israel’s 
failure in idolatry as a warning to 
the church, lest a similar failure 
occur.1

The Old Testament could be 
summarized as the Rise and 
Fall of Israel.  In a similar way 
the New Testament could be 
summarized as the Rise and Fall of 
the Church.  Now by fall I do not 
mean extinction.  Israel will rise 
again.  This the prophets confirm 
beyond all doubt.  Examples are 
too numerous to mention.  And 
likewise the church, although 
seen in a Laodicean condition 
according to Revelation 3, at the 
same time is a church with a 
glorious prospect and ultimate 
victory over the ‘gates of hell’2

Israel had a remnant of 
faithful believers despite her 
unfaithfulness to the Lord and 
subsequent chastening under the 
hand of God.  Even after the four 
hundred years of silence between 
the close of the Old Testament 
and the opening of the New 
there are believers waiting for the 
promised Messiah.  Zacharias, 
Elisabeth, Joseph, and Mary to 
name a few.  
And too, the parallel is seen in the 
church as the Lord calls even to 
Laodicea, those who would open 
the door to Him.3

One such lesson to be learned 
from Israel is the need to be 
watching against any lapse in 
the truth and compromise with 
evil.  A reading of Israel’s history 
shows us the constant  vacillation  
in faithfulness to the Lord.  The 
nation was led into idolatry by 

EDITORIAL
her kings who did evil in the 
sight of the Lord.  These men 
were consumed with their own 
power and lusts and ruled God’s 
people according to their own 
natural thinking. The results were 
a disaster.  They disregarded 
the ministry of the prophets in 
several cases and the nation as a 
whole was carried into captivity.  
However the history was not all 
dark.  There were several periods 
where good kings arose and 
returned to the word of God and 
called for a complete removal 
of idolatry.  With courage and 
determination, yielding to the 
ministry of the prophetic word, 
they made every effort to obey 
the Lord.
But here is the lesson.  Even the 
best of these kings could not 
completely eradicate the evil 
in the nation.  What had been 
entrenched in a prior generation 
was so deep rooted that the least 
lapse brought the idolatry to the 
forefront again.
There is a lesson for the church in 
every generation to be steadfast 
in maintaining the truth.  Here is 
Paul’s challenge for his day and 
ours.  ‘Hold fast the form of sound 
words, which thou hast heard of me, 
in faith and love which is in Christ 
Jesus’4’But continue thou in the 
things which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of, knowing of 
whom thou hast learned them; and 
that from a child thou hast known 
the holy scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus.’5’holding fast the faithful word 
as he hath been taught, that he may be 
able by sound doctrine both to exhort, 
and to convince the gainsayers.’6

Carelessness in the truth in one 
generation can plant seeds of 
departure which bear fruit in the 
next.  A laxity in spiritual things 
may go hardly unnoticed and 
seem harmless, yet weaken the 

foundation.  Consequences might 
not be seen for a generation or 
two.
What is the challenge for us?  We 
are called to serve our present 
generation by equipping them 
to serve theirs.  If this pattern is 
repeated, much spiritual failure 
will be avoided.
Are we being diligent in the 
study, preaching and living out 
of the word?  To the older, are we 
really feeding the next generation 
and giving them an appetite for 
greater things?  To the younger 
generation, are you preparing 
yourself, likewise by steadfast 
discipline to be in the word.  
We have perhaps the greatest 
opportunity and freedom to 
know God’s word and pass it 
on to others.  Are we seizing 
the opportunity?  Or are we 
squandering it?  Wasted time 
and opportunity needs to be put 
behind us and forgotten.  What 
can we do today?  Older Christian, 
what can you do?  What needs to 
be different in your life to serve 
this and the next generation?  
Likewise younger Christian, 
what changes are necessary to 
rise to the challenge?  Do you 
really want to be the generation 
that lets the next one down?   
The church is God’s greatest 
work on the earth at this time in 
history.  She has been privileged 
with many things.  All resources 
are made available to us.  But 
Israel was in a similar situation, 
yet she failed.  Let us not be the 
generation that fails.

1 1 Corinthians 10
2 Matthew 16:18
3 Revelation 3:20
4 1 Timothy 1:13
5 1 Timothy 3:14, 15
6 Titus 1:9
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RED SEa CRoSSinG

As Pharaoh’s army approached 
God encouraged them to go 
forward while resting their 
confidence in Him (Ex 14:14-15).    

The cloud, a pre-incarnate 
appearance of Christ moved 
from the front and placed 
Himself between the Israelites 
and the Egyptian army. During 
that night He was light to them 
and darkness to the Egyptians. 
As well today it is only when one 
has Christ’s life that He has light 
(John 1:4). 

The Lord divided the waters 
allowing Israel to pass through; 
while He slowed the pursuing 
Egyptians causing them to 
panic. After Israel passed over 
He instructed Moses to stretch 
his hand over the sea and the 
water returned drowning the 
Egyptians.

Israel was baptized or identified 
with Moses as they went through 
the sea with him under the power 
of the cloud (1 Cor 10:1-2). 

This is a picture of our 
identification with Christ in His 
death, burial and resurrection 
(Rom 6:3-4). Having died not 
only on our behalf but also as our 
representative we positionally 
passed through death with Him, 
are raised with Him and are now 
seated with Him in glory (Eph 
2:6). 

Dead to sin (Rom 6:2), crucified to 
the world (Gal 6:14) we are alive 
in Christ (Gal 2:20). 

Leaving the Red Sea with a song 
and reverence for God (Ex 14:31 
– 15:22) they continued their 
journey. We too have much to 
sing about.

MaRah

Three days without water, and 
finding Marah’s water too bitter 
to drink, the Lord answered their 
complaints by telling Moses to 
sweeten the water by casting a 
tree into it.  

Our trials often come after 
spiritual highs and we learn more 
about Christ during these times. 

God’s uses these intrusions to 
continue the process of molding 
us into Christ’s image. If we resist 
His purpose God may choose 
to lengthen them or introduce 
further hardship to accomplish 
His aim. 

The tree reminds us that the 
Lord Jesus went to the cross and 
healed us. We can place ourselves 
in His love and care knowing that 
our trial will last no longer than 
required.

EliM

Elim was a time of refreshment 
and an opportunity to consider 
what God had done for them at 
Marah. 

Similarly we find satisfaction in 
that we have acquired a deeper 
knowledge of the Lord and His 
ways during our recent trial. 

As well Elim is a time to rest and 
spend time with the Lord before 
continuing our service for Him.   

WilDERnESS oF Sin

At the Wilderness of Sin, located 
between Elim and Sinai (Ex 16:1-
2), the people complained that 
their food had run out and God 
answered promising bread from 
heaven. 

Manna, a type of Christ (John 6) 
points to Christ’s humility (small), 
holiness (white), grace (sweet) 
and eternal being (round).    

The name Manna (“what is it”) 
predicted Christ would not be 

recognized by the world including 
His own people (John 1:10-11). 

The Lord Jesus, the bread from 
heaven who gives spiritual life, 
symbolized eating His flesh with 
believing on Him (John 6:35, 53-
55). 

Except the Sabbath, Israel 
gathered daily to sustain life. 
Likewise believers sustain their 
spiritual life by daily feeding on 
Christ through His word.

An omer of manna was placed 

in the ark (Ex.16:32-34, Heb 9:4) 
and this hidden manna points 
to many facets of Christ that 
only God has seen. In a future 
day the overcomer will receive 
some of this manna to eat (Rev 
2:17). At that time we will know, 
appreciate and enjoy Christ on a 
deeper level. 

Sadly, Israel would later loath and 
grow weary of this gift (Numb 
21:5, John 6:52) foretelling that 
Christ would be rejected (Is. 53:3). 
Today many are also rejecting the 
simplicity and beauty found in 
Christ (2 Cor 11:3-4).

REphiDiM

Arriving in Rephidim Moses 
again sought the Lord when the 
people contended with him over 
the lack of water. As well we must 
all seek the Lord when facing 
difficult problems. 

Obeying the Lord he went with 
selected elders to the rock in 
Horeb and struck it once with his 
rod - the rod of judgment used 
against Egypt. 

The once struck rock pictures 
Christ (1 Cor 10:4) suffering once 
for our sins (1 Peter 3:18) and the 
water testifies that the Holy Spirit 
is given to all believers (John 7:37-
39, 15:26). 

aMalEK

Almost immediately Amalek, 
descendants of Esau came to 
fight. The Lord said later that He 
would have war with Amalek 
from generation to generation.  

When a person trusts in Christ as 
their Saviour the sin nature reacts 
in anger and is in a continual 
state of war with our new nature 
until we are received into glory 
(Gal 4:29, 5:17). 

Israel fought the battle with 
Moses interceding above while 
Joshua led the battle with the 
sword below. When Moses’ 
hands grew weary Hur and 
Aaron supported his hands and 
that day Israel prevailed.  

Moses portrays the Lord Jesus 
interceding for us above (Rom 
8:34, Heb 7:25) and we are blessed 
with the added resources of the 
Holy Spirit within (Gal 5:16) 
wielding the Word of God as our 
weapon. 

As Aaron and Hur supported 
Moses let’s uphold each other 
praying for spiritual strength, 
maturity and victory over the 
flesh.

Photo Credits: George Ferrier
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Stand Still and 
Go Forward 
R a m s e s  t o  S i n a i
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Stand Still and Go Forward

‘Til He Come
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What Would He Say?
If He should come today,

And find my hands so full of future plans, however fair,
In which my Saviour has no share,

What would He say?

If should come today,
And find my love so cold,

My faith so very weak and dim,
I had not even looked for Him,

What would He say?

If He should come today,
And find I had not told

One soul about my Heavenly Friend
Whose blessings all my way attend,

What would He say?

If He should come today,
Would I be glad-quite glad?

Remembering He had died for all,
And none, thro’ me, had heard His call,

What would He say?

-Grace E. Troy


